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One of these is the period of questions, which
every day follows immediately upon the assembly of
the House of Commons and the reading of prayers
by the Speaker's chaplain. Two days' notice must be
given: with this restriction any Member may ask any
question he likes of any minister with reference to the
conduct of his department. As we should expect, the
questions are very numerous, but the situation is eased
by the practice of circulating printed answers to the
majority of them, a verbal answer being given where
the matter is of great interest or a member specially
asks for it. This system is a most valuable safeguard
for the liberty of the subject. To give two examples—
a poor boy is unjustly punished by a bench of land-
owning magistrates for some poaching offence: the
Home Secretary is questioned about it; sympathy is
roused; the punishment is remitted. Or a British
subject has been unjustly treated abroad and having
no money or influence cannot obtain redress: a
question is put to the Foreign Secretary; patriots are
indignant; the British Consul is immediately ordered
to act.
Another valuable activity is general discussion of
policy, quite apart from any new law. There are
various forms under which such discussions take
place: one is for a member to get the Speaker's leave
to move the adjournment of the House on a matter of
urgent public importance. If a minimum of forty
members support him by rising in their places, or the
motion is carried by a majority, a general discussion
of policy follows the same day at a later hour. In
the House of Lords, which has more leisure for this
kind of thing, the common form is for the Opposition
to move that papers be laid before the House on such

